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Happening in October
World Smile Day, Oct. 3. Created by commercial artist Harvey Ball, creator of the

ubiquitous “smiley face,” who believed that all of us should devote one day each year to
smiles and kind acts.

National Taco Day, Oct. 4. Have one for breakfast, lunch, dinner, or any time of the day.
We celebrate the taco on this day just to give you one more reason to enjoy them.

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Professional medical associations and
government agencies work together to promote breast cancer awareness, share information
and provide greater access to services during October and throughout the year.

Indigenous Peoples‘ Day, Oct. 13. A holiday that celebrates and honors Native American
peoples and commemorates their histories and cultures.

The Birth of the Jack-o’-Lantern
Have you ever wondered how the practice of turning a pumpkin into a scary jack-o’-

lantern started? Here’s the story:
Jack-o’-lantern sounds Irish because it is. The flickering, carved pumpkin faces that

animate the American Halloween derive from an old Irish custom of creating rustic lanterns
from vegetables. The Irish child’s typical Halloween flashlight was a hollowed-out turnip or
potato with a candle inside. When the Irish landed in America in the nineteenth century,
they were quick to spot the possibilities in the pumpkin, and a new tradition was born.

The Heat Is On!
Autumn is here! Days are growing a little shorter and nights are getting cooler. You may

be using your heating system for the first time of the season. Should you notice a slight
burning smell when turning up your thermostat, don’t worry! This is only accumulated dust
burning off of the furnace coils. Should the odor persist, or if your system isn’t heating as it
should, please don’t hesitate to contact our office.

Getting a Handle on Toilet Repairs
Believe it or not, October is official Toilet Tank Repair month. We thought we‘d use the

occasion to flush out a few misconceptions about do-it-yourself tank repair. First, it probably
won‘t overflow. Toilet bowls are designed in such a way that they will usually hold the entire
contents of the tank without overflowing. That is, if you don‘t try to flush it a second time.
Second, you can turn the water off one of two ways: in back of or in the tank. The shut-off
valve is located behind the tank on the wall or you could remove the tank lid and lift up on
the float ball or cup. Third, to use a plunger on a backed up toilet, less is more. Too much
force can cause a mess.

Warmest October Wishes
Whether you choose to celebrate this October by dressing up in a costume, decorating

your home with warm, fall colors or just love to watch the leaves change color...we wish you
the best of the season. If you have any questions regarding your home, please stop by the
Management Office. We‘re always glad to see you and are available if you need assistance.
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