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Hey there, time traveller!

This article was published 10/02/2020 (898 days ago), so information in it may no

longer be current.

Winnipeg apartment developer Edison Properties is preparing to enter the

elder care business, planning an assisted-living facility for seniors, with a

special unit for those who have cognition-impaired conditions such as

Alzheimer’s disease.

The proposed facility would sit on an empty lot at 1475 Molson St. in

Winnipeg’s northeastern Eaglemere neighbourhood, near the intersection of

Chief Peguis Trail and Lagimodiere Blvd.

Edison is working with MMP Architects principal Robert Wrublowsky, who

has spent the last �ve years studying environmental gerontology.

‘Memory care’ facility in works Edison Properties
plans specialized home for seniors with cognition
problems

By: Solomon Israel

Posted: 3:00 AM CST Monday, Feb. 10, 2020

 Print  Email  Save to Read Later

Advertisement Advertise With Us

P
re

vio
u

s A
rticle

N
e

x
t A

rticle
 ABOVE THE FOLD

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjssadsObt5SgJ5EPD6LLimtHtOpwNnqj6DDaQSUQ63C5RSEr8bCQXOVLkohTYCZzle8peMO4788KyAdt2wcFtb2tpyTSBYmK7oyILo2K0VKSbwBYFd6rMjjix6DAJFLvosTtQ-hgr67W2_np3RDefPiSfMNS3B8vh_056BvthbqS8ceJ7-ndP4IdZXmb_3EyQlcfE-8lXtMzPUYyO5OBb1YcChiDO0nUFfXvc4o7NxKC2iPrBMt6mqxtjvPeuczwjqIAnZfVwqz4Tvtzjj6xWuZjt7O3TIUyUj2M2mJhr0VNqWyWsuWyto1-1gvXmPG85QCf26fS4IDqAv-GedZ0eA%2526sai%253DAMfl-YTltU7qms9oSgbwCOpc0Y61DJ6S5VIrmvJEt6fkNMhriktY4zB6L4ACHaU-m7BM3AuH5-qr79BYJWoASZs8KYv05VDgD_cTXWrau4uHJcb3SA9emc8gdoWjN_m89QFjrLiQcQ%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzOR95olJyhzNEAE%2526fbs_aeid%253D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://www.transconatrailers.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuvTtafc56A_F_e_3vIY4_ogJsY7LO9k6aQFllw1LaC1erE59yViW3hRHwqNUJTZ4tOQYlWhptZU9EjjbzvCi-uZYTjfvbF8bSYE8pk0t8PN92fxIRjEnYCrKDynkWGzW2c-pJRgFOw2dKP21KJFJkReAKN7_fVEVYVNcwSvvZuU5KpSsv68stRhJppBwLt-e40c7kED_QpzGoUl2adC0kiBul2VLR-GHlVUJDb_7KTVmhsWGwxPlTl1HKXTndNn4pA9F5A5i4WzxeNyfFle53s7fOi5Wv5C5Rkt8Mcse40wbXMiOyTMRW4yHNiF7OTnfgWQAsEY5kw2vO6K21SWg&sai=AMfl-YReMXrSY-66aNyx6PsIgKdK0oqfVaFgbGTbBGs8z9JadCVe-f4RXupT_Zr6s9tGMPe6zHq8h0ibRIoLZZlAjUZf6MQv6YJYi7wS_rx11_G7cG46q1aH0dLMeX37qsQfgLKMFw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIN58BT2-YV7&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=http://www.gnrcw.com&nm=1
javascript:window.print();
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/mediakit/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/2020/02/10/shoebox-apartments-part-of-citys-heritage
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/2020/02/10/no-guilt-in-enjoying-the-oscars
javascript: void(0);
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/2020/02/10/memory-care-facility-in-works


7/27/22, 8:54 AM ‘Memory care’ facility in works – Winnipeg Free Press

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/business/2020/02/10/memory-care-facility-in-works 2/5

He said he hopes the project will help �ll what he describes as a void in

Manitoba’s spectrum of elder-care options, explaining that some older

Manitobans who can no longer live independently end up being placed in

personal care homes designed for those with more serious conditions,

diminishing their quality of life.

“You move from being somewhat independent into an environment where

you’ve got company that you can no longer have conversations with,” said

Wrublowsky.

Wrublowsky’s research has taken him to the U.S. and the U.K., where he’s

found “an entire layer (of care) that’s missing in Manitoba. And that falls in

between the supportive housing and personal care.”

That type of facility, known as “memory care” in the U.S., is what Wrublowsky

envisions for the Edison project.
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“It really came from the realization that the existing personal care home

portfolio in the province is a very institutional-based model, and I

experienced that personally with my own mother,” he said.

“I experienced that personally when my two daughters would volunteer at a

personal care home that I designed, that I was actually quite proud of… But

when you go hang out there and experience the life, I was really

disappointed. It was like a two-by-four to the side of the head, saying, ‘We

must do better.’”

Exact plans for the project have yet to be �nalized, but Wrublowsky spoke

about evidence-informed designs meant to improve quality of life for seniors

who have cognitive impairment. That includes special “self-wardrobing

closets” designed to help tenants make their own choices about what to

wear and how to get dressed.

Other design elements could include discreet exits designed to dissuade

wandering residents from leaving the secure section of the building, or

chairs with armrests designed to help seniors pull themselves up on their

own.

The current plan calls for 48 spots in the memory care facility, divided into

four smaller households with 12 residents each.
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Each household would include communal areas such as kitchens, dining

rooms and living rooms, and residents would be cared for by 24-hour sta�.

Apartments on the �oor above the memory care unit would be meant for

spouses of memory-care tenants.

“So somebody in memory care has the ability to come into the elevator,

come up to the third �oor, spend the day with their spouse or vice-versa,

and never leave a secure environment,” said Wrublowsky. “How cool is that?”

Another section of the proposed building would be a 147-unit assisted-living

facility for seniors.

Like residents of the memory care unit, assisted-living tenants would have

access to amenities such as a meal service. Tenants could even start o� in

the assisted-living section, then move to the memory care facility later in life.

Edison Properties vice-president Frank Koch-Schulte said seniors comprise a

signi�cant proportion of tenants in the company’s nearly 5,000 rental units

across Winnipeg. Edison’s property managers often end up going above and

beyond to help some of those older tenants, he said.

“They’re doing a lot of things that the typical building manager wouldn’t do,

whether it’s calling family, helping them get back to their apartment when

maybe they wander out, and those sorts of things,” said Koch-Schulte.

That inspired Edison to consider entering the care home business, he

explained.

“Because that’s the next step, that’s where all of our tenants were going.”

Alzheimer Society of Manitoba CEO Wendy Schettler said the prospect of

new housing options for Manitobans with cognitive impairments is exciting,

especially when those homes o�er the chance to keep couples living

together.
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“This is an aging population, and housing is really important, and we know

the numbers of folks with dementia are going to increase,” said Schettler,

adding that it’s also important for that housing to be a�ordable.

Koch-Schulte and Wrublowsky said Edison is �nalizing the project’s design

before seeking �nal approval from the city. Edison hopes to break ground

this spring or summer. Completing the project could take from 18 to 24

months.

solomon.israel@freepress.mb.ca

@sol_israel
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